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AN ESSAY 



UPON 



GAMING, 

In a ©ialoflue b«.tu;een eallimacbus 
aud Solomiedes. 



Callim, — I made you a Visit last Night, but 
being told that you supp*d at your old Eating- 
House, I concluded it was to no Purpose to wait 
your coming Home. 

Dolom, — You were rightly informed; and the 
Entertainment was suitable to the Credit of the 
Place: But tho* I love to pay a Respect to my 
Palate, and don't think a Guinea ill spent upon 
su ch an O ccasion ; yet 1 must tell ^ou I had 
better BusmesTtii prospect than this comes to. 



AN ESSAY UPON GAMINli. 

Caliim, — I understand you; when the Cloth 
was taken away, you pullM out your Tackling, ^/ 
and began to Angle at the Company. 

Dolom. — You love Jesting : However, I can't 
deny my playing the Dice a little upon the Table, 
and that I propos'd the throwing for a Bottle of 
Burgundy. In short the Motion took, and a rich 
Turky-Merchant, who happen'd to be there, 
engag'd me. 
\J Callim, — Then his Ship for the Levant had 
almost as good have met with an Algerine or a 
Sally man : I don't question you manag'd with the 
Address of your Profession: You took care to 
draw the Fancy insensibly, and keep the main 
Design out of Sight. When the Bottle was lost, 
and the Glass had gone round somewhat longer, 
you led your Man smoothly to dry Money, and 
then advanc'd by just Degrees, from Silver to 
Gold. 

Dolom — So far you are in the right : 'Tis fit 
to skirmish a little before we give any Appre- 
hensions of a main Battle. And thus by supporting 
the Parties on each Side, the whole Body is often 
engag'd. 

Callim. — And to bring the Enemy to a more 
decisive Contest, 'tis your Method to conceal your 
Force, to give way a little at the first Shock, and 
retire Fighting. 

Dolom. — To speak plainly, 'tis our way to use a 
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little seasonable Dexterity against our selves, to 
govern the Motions of Chance, and not let Fortune 
appear too fast in our Favour. He that has not 
Discretion enough to master his own Skill, and 
lose sometimes when the Juncture calls for't, will 
ne'er win to any Purpose. We must be careful to 
keep our Sparks in Heart by little Advantages, or 
alternate Success, at the beginning: To make 
Conquest run 6n one Side, and play all our 
Strength, before they are warm and well enter'd, 
is like frighting the Birds you intend to shoot at. 

Callim, — I don't distrust the Reach of your 
Conduct, your Maxims are drawn from Nature and 
Eixperience, you are qualify'd, I perceive, thro' all 
the parts of your Business : But then the Applica- 
tion of these Abilities is somewhat unfriendly. ^ 

Dolom, — Most People's Talent has a particular 
Bent, and lies more one way than another : Now, 
why should not every Body work upon the Hints 
which Nature discovers, pursue their Genius, and 
make use of the Privilege they seem born to? 
Besides, there's a great deal of Mystery and Motion 
to be learned in this Employment. This is not to 
be attain'd without clos e Attention and long 
Pra ctice, w ithout considerable Expence in Time 
and Jjfongy. To command a Dye, or deliver a 
Bowl ; to perform this to Excellence and Exact- 
ness, requires great Capacity and Improvement : 
To do this, we must throw our Understanding 
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into uuT Limbs ; the Brains must circulate like the 
Blood, and the Head and the Hand go together. 
If a Man is good for nothing but Thinking ; if he 
cannot make his Mind stir, and his Sence remove 
easily from one Part to another? If he is wise in 
his Head, and a Fool in the rest of his Body, he 
is not fit for our Business. In short, masterly 
Direction, and just Proportions of Motion must 
be always leady: We must have the Machine 
perfectly Manageable, and our Knowledge at our 
Fingers-end. And to give you a Piece of old 
Philosophy, I rememl)er at the University, the 
Matter must be so contriv'd, that the Soul may be 
iota in iotOy et iota in qualibet parte. These 
Qualifications are neither ckeap to us, nor common, 
why then mayn't we take the Benefit of our Trade 
as well as our Neighbours? Don't tell me of 
Tricking and Foul-Play. To be skilful in circum- 
vention is commonly reckon'd the Science of the 
Shop, and a Man is not just to his Apprentice 
unless he instructs him in't. 

Callim, — But then you must allow Theory does 
not always infer Practice. 

Dolom, — Pray, when the Commodity does not 
answer in Quantity, or Quality ; when the 
Necessity of a Customer is play'd on, when strong 
Professions of Fair- Dealing are us'd to surprize 
his Ignorance, and draw him to an unreasonable 
Price, which way is this a Jot better th&n cogging 
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and false Dice? And since we manage our Af&irs 
by the common Rule, and move o nly with the 
L atitude of othe r People; since this is the Case, 
why our Character should be mark'd for Reproach 
and lie under particular Censure, is past my 
Comprehension. When you have done all. People 
will be the better for their Understanding, and 
indeed they ought to be so: To be ty*d up from 
the Use of an Advantage, is to make it insignifi- 
cant ; and what's this, but to lay Nature as it were 
by the Heels, to discourage the Acquirements of 
Education, to confound the Distinctions of Worth 
and Meanness, and set Wit and Folly upon the 
same Level? 

To this I may add, that when our Skill is 
countenanc*d by a lucky Turn, and Fortune 
declares for us, why should we not close with the 
Opportunity, and accept the Present? Why must 
we be struck out of common Right, and not make 
t he ihost of a friendly Emergency ? If you 
recollect your self you'll find Wealth and 
Condition depend mostly upon Chance, j'or to 
g o to the Bottom, even Peoples coming luckily 
into the World seems a great Contingency; it 
depends on the Marriage ot tneir Parents, or 
rather on the Marriages of all their Ancestors; 
and what is it which brings about these Engage- 
ments for Life? Oftentimes nothing but a casual 
Visit, some random Conversation, and forty other 
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things, which never came under Foresight or 
Resign., If a Man tells me his Estate descends 
upon him from his Ancestors ; I tell him again, 
those Ancestors were oblig'd to a great many 
casual Hits in raising their Fortune ; that 
abundance of People no less qualify'd with 
Industry, with Courage and Understanding, could 
do nothing this way : And when a Family is well 
furnish'd, great Circumstances sometimes moulder 
away, and slip through their Fingers ; and all this 
without Incapacity, or Failure in Conduct. For 
the Purpose, some Merchant-Ships are sunk at 
Sea, or taken by Pyrates; others, who Trade to 
the same Place, receive their Cargo safe: The Loss 
which happens to the First, raises the Price of the 
Commodity, and makes the Adventure much 
more considerable to the rest. And thi^g ^y 
^n(\^^*^ FiYfints, ■J*ovart3r — and . JB^chcs are 
transplanted, and shift their Seat ; and a Blast of 
Wind, than which nothing is more uncertain, 
drives good Fortune from one Hand to another. V^ 
And since Casualties dispose of Things at this 
arbitrary Rate, since the World is but a kind of 
/ Lottery, why should we Gamesters be grudged the 
drawing a Prize? If, as you see, a Man has his 
Estate by Chance, why should not my Chance 
take it away from him ? 

Callim. — I don't like your arguing so much for 
the Soveraignty of Chance, I wish you have not 



AN ESSAY UPON GAMING. II 

been dipping in Epicurus's Philosophy. But if 
you should fancy the World no better than a 
casual Rencounter of Atomes, there is no need of 
confuting this Hypothesis, you have confess'd 
already there's Mystery and Tricking in your 
Management : Now this is enough to disable the 
Application, and spoil your Parallel. 

Dolom, — I'll try not to think so if I can help it : 
Most People are kind to themselves, neither do I 
intend to be out of the Fashion. 

And to justify our Liberty somewhat farther, 
you may please to observe there's a great deal of 
Danger in our Employment* A Man may safer 
make a Voyage to the East Indies, or take Service 
in the Field, than set up for a Gamester. Our 
Profession is a State of War, tho' we are not 
always in Action : When the Loss goes deep, and 
especially, when our Art happens to be discover'd, 
we sometimes draw a Quarrel upon us ; thus we 
are forc'd to fight in defence of our Plunder : And 
when a Man takes his Meat off his Sword's Point, 
'twould be hard to grudge him the Relish on't. 

CcUlim, — If some Gentlemen, who risk it no 
less than you do, should offer this Plea at the 
Old -Bayly, I'm afraid they'd make little on't. 
Bravery upon the Road, and venturing a Chance 
for a Man's Life, is counted no great Recommenda- 
tion of that Business. But to come closer to 
the Matter, Gaming is commonly scandalous in 
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the Motive, Foul in the Management, and fright- 
ful in the Consequence. Part of this Charge you 
have confessed ahready, and the rest I'm ready to 
make good. 

Dolotn, — For once 1*11 undergo the Pennance to 
hear you. By knowing the worst of the Case, I 
may probably recollect my self to Advantage, and 
be better prepar*d for Defence. 

Callim, — To begin then; 'Tis Covetousness 
which generally leads to this Diversion, as you 
call it. If you observe, when People play for 
nothing, they are unusually negligent and heavy, 
good Luck can't keep them from growing weary, 
they almost sleep through the Amusement, and 
Victory brings little Satisfaction ; but when there's 
Money in the Articles, when Loss and Gain has a 
Weight upon the Fancy; this is a strange awaken- 
ing Consideration: Now there's a New Air of 
Liveliness and Concern, their Looks and Motion 
discover Business and Application ; there's more 
Vigor and Guard in their Conduct, and they play 
upon the Stretch of their Understanding. And 
what can be the meaning of these different 
Appearances? Is it not the Prospect of the Prize, 
and the hopes of sweeping the Board? If their 
aim was only to secure themselves, and come off 
without Damage, they'd scarcely risk a consider- 
able Interest, and put it to the Venture whether 
the Money in their Pocket should be their own. 
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I grant over-resigning Bashfulness, want of 
Courage, and mistaken Notions of Breeding, may 
possibly surprize young People, and carry them 
beyond their Humour: but when they are once 
bitten they'll grow more hardy and discerning, 
and chuse rather to look a little Singular, than 
be sociable at so high an Expence ; for unless 
inclination. draws. People seldom go deep out of 
Ceremony and Compliance. 

'Tis plain therefore, where G ain h as so much 
the Ascendant, Covetousness is at the Bottom : 
Now, this Vice has a craving Appetite, and is 
never satisfy'd, neithet is . it any where more 
scandalously visible than in the Business before 
us. Your Gamester is extreamly lean in his 
Principle, he hopes to Trade upon the most 
unreasonable Terms imaginable, and to carry off a 
Man*s Property, without giving any Thing in 
exchange : This is the Case, unless you'll take his 
Company for an Equivalent, or the Fatigue of til 
Luck for a valuable Consideration. To be clear, 
when I play with you for a Sum, I tell you in 
effect, I'll do my best to spoil your Diversion, to 
send you home. with your Head disturb'd, your-, y^ 
Pocket light, and your Heart heavy : And is there 
not a great deal of Friendship and Generosity in 
this Profession. 

Dolom, — Did not I tell you ours is a Sort of 
Military Business? Play is fighting for Money and 
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Now, since Play is th u^^arbitrary, over the 
Passions, who would resign the Repose of his 
Mind, and the Credit of his Temper to the Mercy 
f Chance? '^lio would stake his Discretion upon 
such unnecessary Hazards? And throw the Dice 
whether he should be in his Wits, or not? 

Dolom, — This does not always follow: Some 
People play without the least Offensiveness or 
Ruffle; and lose great Sums, very great, with all 
the Decency and Indifference imaginable. And 
when a Man bears up thus handsomely against 
Misfortune, when that which crushes another is 
not felt upon his Shoulders, when all this Force 
and Firmness is found within himself, must it not 
be a pleasing Discovery? 

Callim, — Alas ! This is often but a Copy of the 
Countenance: Things are not so smooth within, 
as they seem without. Some People when they 
bleed inwardly have the Art to conceal the 
Anguish; and this is generally the most of the 
Matter; but if they are really unconcern'd; if so 
heavy a Blow brings no Smart along with it, the 
Case is still worse : These Men have no Sense of 
the Value of Money, they won't do the least 
Penance for their Folly, they have not so much as 
the Guard of a Remorse : T his Sto i c i sm is thft . 
speed iest Dj s patch toJ Beggary; nothing can be 
more dangerous than such a stupid Tranquill ity. 
To be thus becalm'd presages Short Allowance. 
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This Sedateness makes the Man Fool-hardy, 
renew the Combat, and venture a Brush for the 
Remainder; for he that can be beaten at his Ease, 
and feels no Pain upon a Wound, will fight, most 
likely, as long as his Legs will bear him. 

But this Insensibleness is rarely met with ; Ve ry 
few are proof against a shrewd Chance to this \ I n s<2/^ ^ - c^^k^, 
Begyee. When Misfortune strikes"^Tiome, *tis 
^ seldom decently receiv*d; their Temper goes off 
with their Money. For, according to the Proverb, 
Qui perd l e sien^ p erd le sens. And here one Loss 
usually makes People desperate, and leads to 
another : And now the Gentlemen of your Func- 
tion are extreamly Vigilant to improve the 
Opportunity, and observe the Current of the 
Passions. You know very well when a Man*s 
Head grows misty with ill Luck; when the Spleen 
comes oyer his Understanding, and he has fretted 
himself off his Guard, he is much the easier 
Conquest: Thus, when your Bubbles are going 
down the Hill, you manage accordingly, lend 
them a push, tho' their Bones are broken at the 
Bottom. But I forget my self; there's neither ^^ 
Mercy nor Justice in some People's Business. ^^^ 

To return, you know I may take it for granted, 
that your gaming Sparks are horribly ruffled when 
Things with a promising Face sicken, and sink on 
the sudden ; when they are surprizingly Cross- 
bitten, and Success is snatched from their Grasp ; 

B 
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when this happens, which is not unfrequent, the 
Spirits are up immediately, and they are a Storm 
at the first Blast : The Train takes Fire, and they 
kindle and flash at the Touch, like Gunpowder. 
And when the Passions are thus rampant, nothing 
is more common than Oaths, and execrable 
Language: When instead of blaming their own 
Rashness, and disciplining their Folly, they are 
cursing their Stars, and raging against their Fate. 
These Paroxisms of Madness run sometimes so 
high, that you would think the Devil had seiz'd 
the Organs of Speech, and that they were 
possess'd in every Syllable : And to Finish farther, 
these hideous Sallies are sometimes carry'd on to 
Quarrelling and Murther. The Dice, it may be, 
are snatch'd too quick, the Cast is disputed, the 
Loading and Legerdemain is discover*d. 

Jamq; Faces et saxa volant \ — 

Upon this they run to Arms, and after some 
Artillery discharg'd in Swearing, come to a close 
Encounter. And thus one of them is run through 
the Lungs, and left agonizing upon the Place : Or, 
as it happen'd not long since* the Gamester is 
knocked down with a Pint-Pot, and his Skull 
broken: He is forc'd to be Trepan'd, and then 
relapsing into Play and Drinking, dyes of a 
Frenzy. 

* To a Tobacconist in London. 
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As to the Hazards they are frightful, and 
sufficient to over-set the Temper of better princi- 
pled People than Gamesters commonly are. Have 
we not heard o f Ladies losing hii nd*'**^° ^f ^iiintn*? 
at a Sitting ? And others more slenderly stock*d, 
Sflsfiirnisir their Husbands' Studies, and play oil' 
the books, which it may be help'd to feed them : 
And when the Women are thus Courageous, the 
Men conclude their own Sex calls for a bolder 
Liberty : That they ought to go farther in Danger, 
and appear more brave in the Methods of Ruin : 
Thus a Manor has been lost in an Afternoon, the 
Suit and Service follows the Cast, and the Right 
is transfer'd sooner than the Lawyer can draw the 
Conveyance. A Box and Dice are terrible^ 
illery, a Battery of Cannon scarcely plays with 
more Execution. They make a Breach in a 
Castle, and command a Surrender in a little 
Time. 

The Wealth which has been gotten with great 
Industry and Hazard, preserv'd with no less 
Conduct and growing it may be for several Ages, 
is all swept away on the sudden : A Fire, or an Inun- 
dation, can't undo a Man with more Expedition. If 
a main Battle had been lost, and the Enemy had 
over-run the Country, the Ravage could hardly 
have been sooner felt. 

Dolom, — Notwithstanding your Warmth, People 
seldom venture at the Rate you talk of, founder 
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like a Ship at Sea, and drop into Beggery at a few 
Hours warning. 

Callim, — Right; I grant Destruction may be 
slower pac'd. A rich Man, like a strong Town, 
may hold out for some Years ; But, I must tell 
you, when a Sharper sits down before an Estate, 
*tis as good as besieged in Form; and notwith- 
standing the Defence, 'tis Odds the Place will be 
carry'd at last. In the mean Time the Approaches 
advance, the Out-works are taken, and the Garrison 
is losing Ground. And to quit the Military 
Allusion: A Gentleman that ventures with the 
Men of your Practice and Address, commonly 
finds himself ill at Ease in his Circumstances. 
Things lose their Strength and Complexion, and 
grow lean and languishing ; and there's not much 
Foresight requir'd to pronounce upon the Event. 
The N eglect of B usiness, the Misadventures at 
Play,_t he licentious Extravagance consequent to it, 
bring on the Decay apace; the Ilectick comes 
forward to a galloping Consumption, and the 
Symptoms appear mortal. In a Word, the Income 
not answering the Expence, the Estate is either 
sold off by Parcels, or mortgag'd beyond Recovery: 
Thus, tho* Poverty may go somewhat about, and 
fetch a Compass, 'twill reach 'em at last, and their 
Ruin, tho' somewhat slow, is seldom uncertain. 
Dolomedes, you are a good Evidence for this 
Cause, and unless I mistake, have too much 
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Ingenuity to deny the Matter of Fact. I appeal 
to you then, has not Play reduc'd Persons of great 
Estates to the lowest Indigence, and made 'em 
glad to take Sanctuary in an Hospital? And here, 
tho* they are entertain'd above their Pretensions, 
they make a very lean and lamentable Figure, 
they look like a Ship burnt down to the Water, 
or an Oak blasted with Lightning ; and which is 
hardest, there's Disgrace in the Calamity : Folly 
is written in Capitals upon them, and nothing can 
be deeper mark'd for Contempt. 

Dolom, — Since you press me, I can't deny there 
are Instances enough to make good your Observa- 
tion ; but we have no Fancy for dilating on this 
Argument. To flourish upon Conquest is in our 
Case a very unserviceable Vanity ; we have more 
Discretion than to brag our selves out of Business, 
and fright away Custom in this manner. To hang 
the Trap with dead Vermine, is not the way to 
catch the alive ones. 

Callim. — I'm not surprized with your Reserved- 
ness: I shan't therefore move you any farther 
for a History of these Misfortunes, but undertake 
some Part of the Task my self. 

And here I shall only give a few considerable 
Instances well vouched : Tho* to prevent Disgust, 
or drawing a blemish upon any Family, I shall 
wave the Mention of the Owners' Names, and the 
Towns where the Estates lye. However, the 
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County may be inoffensively set down, and some 
Marks of Time. 

To begin : A Gentleman in the County of Essex 
play'd away an Estate above the Value of 2000 /. 
per Annum.* 

An Estate of 3000/. per Annum,* in Yorkshire, 
lost the same way. 

A considerable Estate in Huntingtonshire lost.'*'' 

1200 /. per Annum in Berkshire play'd for at 
Bowls in an Afternoon : And when the Moiety 
was lost, the other Half -ventur'd on a single 
Game, was given up for gone, and most surpriz- 
ingly recover*d by a Bowl thrown away in 
Despair.* 

An Estate in Kent, of no small Bulk, lost at 
Play since the Year 1700. 

Several Thousand Pounds lost, and a great 
Estate dipp'd in Suffolk. 

A Person of Quality living not long since, (the 
late E. of O.) lamentably exhausted by this 
Diversion. 

I might instance in several others of shining 
Distinction, very ruggedly handled : But to avoid 
Misconstruction, and not tire the Reader with a 
larger Recital, I shall stop here. 

This List, tho' imperfect, may serve for Pre- 
caution: When the Rocks and Sands are thus 



* In the Reign of King Charles the Second. 
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discover'd; when the Wrecks lye floating in Sight, 
'tis to be hop'd the Vessel may stand off the better, 
and not strike upon open Ruin. 

The Legislature in the Reign of King Charles 
the 2d. seem very sensible of the destructive 
consequence of this Practice, and made some 
Provision against it. I shall cite Part of the 
Statute,* The Preamble runs thus : 

Whereas all lawful Games and 
Exercises should not be otherwise 
used than as innocent and mode- 
rate Recreations, and not as con- 
stant Trades or Callings, to gain 
a Living, or make unlawful 
Advantage thereby; and whereas 
by the immoderate Use of them 
many Mischiefs and Inconveni- 
ences do arise, and are dayly 
found to the maintaining and 
encouraging of sundry Idle, loose 

* 16 Car. 2. cap. 6. 
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and disorderly Persons, in their 
dishonest, lewd and , dissolute 
Course of Life, and to the circum- 
venting, deceiving, cousening and 
debauching of many of the 
younger Sort, both of the Nobility 
and Gentry, and others, to the 
loss of their precious Time, and 
the utter Ruin of their Estates 
and Fortunes, and withdrawing 
them from noble and laudable 
Employments and Exercises. 

Be it therefore enacted, &c. 
That if ^ny Person, or Persons, 
of any Degree or Quality whatso- 
ever, shall by any Frayd, Cousen- 
age. Circumvention, Deceit, &c. 
in playing at Cards, Dice, Tables, 
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Tennis, Bowls, Kittles, Shovel- 
board; or in or by Cock Fight- 
ings, Horse Races, Dog-matches, 
or Foot-races, &c. or by betting 
on the Sides, or Hands of such as 
play, win, obtain, or acquire, any 
Sum, or Sums of Money, or any 
other valuable thing ; that then 
every Person so offending shall \ 
ipso facto forfeit the treble Sum, 
or value of Money, or other thing, 
so won, gain'd, and acquired. / 

And for the better avoiding and 
preventing of all excessive and 
immoderate Playing and Gaming 
for the Time to come: Be it farther 
enacted. That if any Person shall 
play at any of the said Games, or 
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any other Pastime whatsoever, 
(otherwise than with and for ready 
Money) or shall bet on the Sides 
of such as shall play, and shall 
lose any Sum of MoYiey, or other 
thing play*d for, exceeding the 
Sum of one Hundred Pounds, at 
one Time or Meeting, upon Ticket 
or Credit, or otherwise, and shall 
not pay down the same at the 
Time when he shall so lose the 
same; the Party who loseth the 
said Moneys, or other things so 
play'd for, above the said Sum of 
One hundred Pounds, shall not in 



that Case be bound, or compelled 
to pay or make good the same : 
And that all Contracts, Judg- 



\ 
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ments, Statutes, Recognizances, 
Mortgages, &c. made, given, 
acknowledgd or enter'd, for 
Security and Payment of the same, 
shall be utterly void and of none 
Effect. And lastly, 'tis enacted, 
That the Person, or Persons, so 
winning the said Moneys, or other 
things, shall forfeit and lose treble 
the V^lue of all such Sum and 
Sums of Money, or other thing 
which he shall so win ; (above the 
said Slim of One hundred Pounds) 
the one Moiety to the King, and 
the other to the Prosecutor. 

Thus, you see, the Parliament declares loudly 
against the Mischiefs of Gaming, strikes hard in 
Penalty, and shelters some unfortunate People 
from Beggary, if they durst apply to the Protection. 
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But these Men are often embarrass'd with 
whimsical Notions of Honour, they have not the 
Courage to retrieve a false step ; and had rather be 
quite undone than own their Folly. And 
thus upon the whole, Misfortunes this way are 
fix'd, and beyond Remedy. A Man is sometimes / 
retriev'd from Drunkenness and Debauching: A " 
Rack in the Constitution, a long Course of Pain, 
and the Discipline of Vice, is not without Instances 
of good Effects. A Libertine may be recover*d 
to Health and Sobriety by such rough Usage; but 
when he is sunk at Play, there's no emerging, no 
Physick will reach this Distemper, nor any 
Repentance avail as to this World ; the Evil is 
irreovcable and past Redemption. 

Dolotn, — Granting all that ; the killing one, 
however, is the Cure of another. This Misfortune 
is nothing but shifting of Property, and putting 
the Prize into a new Hand : And is not this both 
a common and reasonable Remove? Why should 
Wealth be always lodged in the same Family? 
Why should not the Generality of Mankind come 
in for their Turn of Plenty and Figure? Why 
should not all the Sons of Noah have a Share in 
their Ancestors Patrimony? To reply, that the 
common Right has been lost long since by 
Division, and that Property is now confin'd to 
Birth and legal Settlement: To say this, is in 
effect to confess the Partiality of the Constitution, 
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and to tell me a few People are born to make 
Beggars of the rest. This Iticlosure is more than 
I can well digest : Pardon me, if I have not so 
much Deference for Genealogy and Elder Brothers, 
as this comes to. 

Callim, — I perceive you are not uninstructed in 
the Levelling Doctrine: Jack Straw and Watt 
Tyler would have argued at this rate. But I have 
no Leisure to consider these Principles of Confu- 
sion ; and therefore, if you are in earnest, I shall 
refer you to a Conference we had formerly upon 
this Subject.* 

But as to the Matter in Debate; give me leave 
to remind you, that the Success at Play is com- 
monly a short-liv*d Advantage, the Money is 
usually lavish'd oflf upon Vanity and Vice ; excuse 
the plain Dealing, the Profusion of the Fraternity 
is no less Scandalous than their Acquisitions. 
They are expensive beyond Providence and Caution, 
and their Fund holds no Proportion with their 
Figure; they chop at every Bait of Pleasure, 
and go the last Lengths of Intemperance : And 
thus what's gained by Sharping, is often spent in 
Luxury and Lewdness. They are likewise apt to 
grow Sanguine in their Expectation, to over-rate 
their Practice, and depend too much upon the 
Profits of the Box and Bowling- Green. Now, 

* Sec Moral Essays, Part IV. under Theft. 
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there's no computing the Issues of Play, the 
Casualties are too great for Calculation: Disap- 
pointment hangs upon many Accidents. These 
Sportsmen have sometimes the trouble of beating 
over a great deal of Ground before they can find 
any Game worth the Flying. A wealthy Bubble 
is not every where pick'd up. Sometimes your 
Sharpers are so formidably remarkable, that lew 
have the Courage to engage them. Thus they are 
disabled by their Skill, and their Eminency breaks 
their Business. For this reason they are forc'd to 
borrow a Name, to cover their Distinction, and 
stalk under a Disguise, and then sometimes your 
Gamester meets with his Match. The Skill is 
equal, and the Luck unequal: Thus one Privateer 
takes another, and he that forages upon the Road 
may happen to be robb'd by one of his own 
Profession. 

Dolom, — Yes, I have heard, that when Sir John 
Falstaff and his Gang had seiz'd a rich Booty on 
Shooter's Hill, Prince Henry and another put on 
a Mask, and took it from them. 

Callim. — And when an old Gamester miscarries, 
he finds it extremely hard to recruit his Fortune, 
and raise a new Fund for Business. His Character 
is mark'd ; he is too well known to be trusted. A / 
Man that has Fail'd several Times, and open'd 
his Shop upon low Compositions, may as well 
expect to Trade upon Credit as such a Person. 
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Besides, a Gamester is sometimes worn up with 
Time, and living apace. Ill Hours, and Debauch- 
ing, especially when Age comes forward, press 
hard upon the Constitution, and unqualify for this 
Service. He has now no Strength to drink down 
his Property, to over- watch him, and hold out till 
Morning: And thus, like an old Lion, he is starved 
for want of Vigour to hunt his Prey. 

Dolom, — If you have any Thing farther, pray 
go on through with it, and let's have no Reserve 
for another Meeting. 

Callitn, — I say then with the Act of Parliament, 
that loss of Time and Business, is another unhappy 
Consequence of Gaming. Play preys wretchedly 
upon Time. How many pretious Hours are we 
robbed of ? Whole days and nights are wasted 
without Intermission; and no small Division of 
Life is sacrific'd to this Idol. 

When this Diversion has seiz*d the Fancy, when 
the Parties are strong and stubborn, the War is 
often drawn out into Length; like Homer's 
Greeks and Trojans, they are almost every day in 
Action, hacking and hewing for several Years 
together : And tho' one Side dwindles and loses 
Ground, yet it may be a great while before the 
Capital is taken, and Conquest made of the 
Country. Your Gamesters dispute with great 
Obstinacy; Like the Roman Gladiators, they don't 
ose their Courage with their Blood : They'll fight 
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as long as they can feel themselves Alive; till 
their Limbs are lopp'd, or their Veins empty'd. 
However, the Contest lasts much longer than that 
in the Bear-Garden ; and it may be some Time 
before the Fortune bleeds to Death. 

And when they are not actually engaged they are 
far from a State of Repose ; they are improving 
their Schem ^, r aioing jlecruits, and making new 
Preparations for the Field. Those who have 
gotten the better, spend their Time in carressing 
their Victory, reporting their Valour, and debauch- 
ing with the Booty they have taken. The losing 
Party are no less Busy in rallying their Spirits, 
and relieving their Melancholy. They want strong 
opiates to make them sleep, apply to Pleasure and 
Intemperance, drink hard to drown their Pain, 
and make them forget they are almost undone. 

And at what rate must the Management of the 
Estate, the Concerns of the Family, the Employ- 
ment of the Shop, go on under all this Interruption 
and Disorder? Alas! the Man's Inclinations lye 
Abroad, and his Heart is stollen from Business : 
His Thoughts are pre-engag'd and hurry*d, the 
Cards and Dice are playing in his Head, and he 
is ruminating on the Turns of Fortune at his last 
Adventure. It may be he came Home tir'd in 
the morning, lyes recruiting in his Bed, and can't 
be spoken with at the Hours of Business : Thus 
his desperate Diversion is particularly fatal to a 
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Tradesman ; the Stock is sunk, the Credit blasted, 
and the Customers retire; the Man has no Brains 
left for Buying and Selling, nor any Time, unless 
for Licence and Losing his Money* 

Dolom, — ^What are we to have next? 

Callim, — From what has been discoursed, 'tis 
easy to infer that Gaming brings People into ill 
Company. 'Tis an Inlet to Drinking and 
Debauchery. Without any reflexion upon Doh- 
medes, your Gamesters are commonly finished 
Rakes, and their Morals are as bad as their^ 
Mystery: For not to mention that they are early 
initiated, and well disciplined in running Riot: 
Not to mention this, 'tis Part of their Business to 
be exemplary this way, to spread the Infection, 
and teach what they practice. Is it not a Maxim 
to solicit their Property's Fancy, and train him to 
the Exercises of Vice? Unless the Bait lies before 
him, unless the Dose is repeated, and the Hurry 
of the Amusement kept up ; unless this Provision 
is made, the Man may look too far into the 
Company, penetrate the Design, and escape the 
Snare : if he is not warn^ly entertain 'd. Conscience 
may awaken, or Common Sense revive upon him: 
He may chew too much upon his Misfortune, be 
frighted with the Danger, and break loose. The 
Ruffles and Rage, the Tempest of Passion, the 
horrid Oaths and Imprecations incident to this 
Diversion, are not a little Disturbing: When these 
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Vollies are discharg'd, when all this Smoak and 
Noise flies about an undisciplined Person, he'll be 
apt to start, and not stand Fire: Care must be 
taken, therefore, to make him keep his Rank, and 
harden his Courage. 

Thus you see, 'tis no easy Matter to secure a 
Bubble, unless you either find, or make him a 
Libertine. If he has any Religion, you must 
attack him at that Quarter, batter his Virtue, and 
open a Way through his Conscience into his 
Pocket. Till he is thus disarmed, he*ll hardly be 
reach'd in his Estate, and robb'd to purpose. 

And when Inclination leads, and Interest 
suggests to Vice, you may imagine how well it 
must thrive under such Encouragement : Practice, 
without doubt, must come on apace, and Time 
produce considerable Improvements. 

Dolotn, — I thank you for your Favours: You 
make us live at large by Principle; that Licen- 
tiousness is necessary to our Profession, and that 
we bungle in our conduct without it. However, 
if your Articles of Impeachment are not over, 1*11 
suffer the Fatigue of hearing you out. 

Callim, — Ben't disturbed, I mean you no Harm. 
And if the Discourse grates a little, pray consider, 
a Wound can't be prob'd without Pain, To 
proceed, I observe in the next Place, that Gaming 
tempts strongly to injustice of other Kinds; sheds 
a malignant Influence, and Poysons the Offices of 
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Life. Thus People grow false to their Trust, and 
foul in their Dealing between Man and Man. 
When they have parted with their Money and 
Conscience, no Methods of Reparation are 
r y^scrupled. When People are plung'd in Misfortune 
at play, they are glad to catch hold of any Thing, 
to prevent Drowning. Hence it is that Appren- 
tices rob their Master's Cash, and one Partner 
defrauds another. They want a Recruit, either 
to try their Luck, and recover their Losses, to 
quiet a Dun, or supply their Extravagance : And 
here commonly the longer a Man ventures, the 
more he miscarries. He is now overcharg'd with 
Concern, and almost distracted with the Fear of 
Ruin. 

And when the Mind is thus hared and hurry 'd, 
when the Spirits flutter, and the thoughts are 
broken and disturbed, a Man can't manage with 
that Steadiness and Force he would do otherwise. 
For when the Head runs muddy, the Sight grows 
dfm"._and tjiejudgmentjs^proportionately disabled. 
Thus he precipitates his Business, and grasps too 
eagerly at Reprisals, or else overlooks the Advan- 
tage, and mistakes the different Junctures for 
Caution and Courage : And therefore, if his Skill 
was equ&l, which seldom happens, the Odds must 
lye against him ; and he would be lost for want of 
Conduct. ' Now, when a Man is beaten in his last 
Reserve ; when he has borrowed, or stollen, as far 
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as Credit, or Opportunity, will serve him ; when 
he finds it impossible to disentangle his Affairs, 
and look the World in the Face ; then the Conse- 
quences of Ruin strike Home, Impatience flyes 
out, and the Mind is overset with Shame and 
Regret. Thus sometimes Melancholy mounts to 
Madness, Life grows a Burthen, and the miserable 
Creature dispatches himself. 

Dolom. — Such calamitous events are not very 
common; but a few Instances are enough for your 
Purpose: You declaim upon the Accident, and 
make the Tragedy as deep as possible. 

Callim, — If I am desirous to prevent Mischief, 
and that you may neither Act, nor Suffer, I hope 
there's no unfriendly Office perform*d. As for 
presenting too strong an Image, and painting 
beyond the Life, I'm conscious of no such Matter : 
On the contrary, 'tis very difficult to give a just 
Releivo, and make the Colours glowing enough. 
The Folly and tragical issues of Play are almost 
above Language and Description : But supposing 
when the Fortune is batter'd, the Person escapes; 
a Man's Money in his Pocket you know may be 
melted, and yet his Body untouch'd. Granting 
Play not quite so mortal as the Plague, that the 
Ravage of Death is not so wide, and that the 
Dice don't always strike with the Force of a Bullet; 
granting which, I won't deny, that People have 
frequently the Courage to survive their Circum- 
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stances, and go on with Beggary : I grant all this, 
and commend them for their Choice: But then 
you must allow they drag a wretched Life, and 
have a great deal of Uneasiness to struggle with. 

If you please we'll put the best of the Case; 
your Bubble shall therefore stand single in the 
Misfortune, and have no Body to care for but 
himself. Even under this kindest Supposition 
he'll find his Poverty extremely Pungent, and 
meet with no small Share of Neglect. He must 
eat with his Acquaintance upon Courtesy, hover 
about the Table like a Fly, and possibly be beaten 
off, if he grows too busy. He must expect to 
mortify in his Pride, and his Palate, be pointed at 
for a Fool, and go into a Course of Contempt for 
his Life-time. But when like an ill Pilot he 
drives the Vessel against a Rock, when he's not 
cast away alone, but drags the Crew to the Bottoln 
with him; this heightens the detraction, and loads 
the Calamity. When a Bubble has play*d away 
Wife and Children, sunk the Expectations of 
their Birth, and thrown them out of a Seat upon 
Common: When this happens, what sort of 
Welcome can be look'd for at Home? What 
warm Expostulation, what lamentable Clashing 
must be consequent upon such Folly ? How must 
the Harmony be broken, and the Satis&ction 
destroy'd, between the nearest relations? When 
a Man has in a Manner sprung a Mind against 



38 AN ESSAY UI'ON GAMINC. 

himself, antl blown up his Fortune and his Family, 
he must expect to be saluted with no slender 
Aversion. In this Case, the closest Alliance is 
often forgotten, the Restraints of Duty give way, 
and Nature and Blood start at the sight of him : 
His Company makes the House almost haunted, 
and an Apparition is scarcely a more unacceptable 
Figure. Alas! the Relation is lost, the Father 
and the Husband disappear in the Rake, and he 
is seen with the Countenance of an Enemy. And 
what great Wonder in all this? He awakens their 
Misfortunes, puts them in mind of Fuimus Troes^ 
and brings their former Condition upon their 
Memory. And thus the Anguish rages upon a 
new Rub, and the Wound bleeds afresh when the 
Murtherer comes in View. 

I grant Misbehaviour is no Discharge from the 
Duties of a Relation, no Dispensation with the 
Fifth Commandment. 

I don't say such strong Alienations, such Moral 
Antipathies are justifiable Emotions. I only affirm, 
they are commonly consequent upon Provocations 
of so large a Size. For when the Weight comes 
heavy, Conscience may be stifled, and can't stir; 
Nature is apt to revolt under Oppression, neither 
has Religion that Predominacy with the Generality 
which were to be wish*d. 

And here, before I forget it, let me tell you, 
'tis a dismal Consideration to observe, that when 
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a man is once enter'd and smitten, 'tis next to 
impossible to retrieve him. No Habit is harder to 
deal with ; no Vice more absolute than this ; no 
scandalous Amusement drives deeper into the 
Mind, masters the Understanding, and commands 
the Practice more desperately than Play, No . 
Loss will dishearten, nor any Danger awaken to / 
common Sense ; The Madness is generally incur- 
able; Cards and Dice, with some People, have 
the Force of Magick, and you may as easily 
recover them from Witchcraft, as from Gaming, 
Nothing but down-right Impotence, nothing but 
want of Money to Sett, or Honour to be trusted, 
can make them give over. And of this I could 
give you several surprizing Instances, but you are 
too well read in the History of these Matters, to 
need Information. And since the Delusion has 
so fatal an Ascendant, since the Chains are 
cast so strong, ought not we to stand off from the 
enchanted Ground, and guard with proportionable 
Caution? 

And, now DolomedeSy to wind up the Conference; 
If humane Understandings have any Ground to 
work on, if the Distinctions of Good and Evil 
are not merely Imaginary, if Revelation is more 
than Romance, how dangerous a Business must 
that of a Gamester be? How frightfully will the 
Account of an After- Reckoning be swell'd ! What 
loading Articles, what Complication of Guilt, 
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must he expect to be charg'd with? *Tis true, 
he'll find the Weight of Personal Misbehaviour 
enough to sink him; but this is not all: The 
Contagion of the Example, the soliciting a foul 
Cause, will make part of the Enquiry another 
Day : Debauching himself, surprizing other 
People's Fortunes, or throwing away his own, 
does not take in the whole Accusation. The 
proselyting to licentious Excesses, the leading on 
to Madness and Murther, and all the wickedness 
consequent to this Diversion, must be answered for. 

DoUmt, — Your Point is to raise Scruples, to 
to spoil Pleasure, and ' disturbr^RSpose. And 
notwithstanding the Honesty of your Meaning, I 
almost wish I had miss'd your Company: For 
now, I perceive I must either quit my Course of 
Life, or turn Free-Thinker. 

Cailim, — I heartily wish you may take up with 
the first Part of the Alternative. For as to 
Modem Free-Thinking, 'tis adangerous Expedient. 
In my Opinion, there's as much Safety, and I had 
almost said as much Sense too, in not Thinking 
at all. 
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